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INLA SEEKS NEW SUPPORT

After the Feud and the Fox, the INLA is purged and prepared for a new campaign.
Mark Piggott and Martin McNamara talked to Ireland’s most hardline paramilitaries.
A leading member of the Irish Republican Socialist Party (IRSP) - the political wing of the
Irish National Liberation Army (INLA) - has defied a British exclusion order to hold secret
talks with revolutionary left wing groups in London.
The man, who claimed to hold the position of Welfare Officer in the IRSP, refused to disclose
his name. He breached an automatic exclusion order and risked arrest in an attempt to renew
support for the INLA/IRSP.
Last year the movement was torn apart by a bloody internal feud in which 13 of its activists
were killed. But, in an exclusive interview, the IRSP spokesman claimed that the feud was an
attempt to destroy the INLA by “counter revolutionary” forces.
“We do not see what happened last year as a feud. We see it as an attack on the movement.
These people had been expelled by us, they were power seekers,” he said. Arguing that the
movement was recovering, the spokesman referred to former INLA gunman, turned “Border
Fox” kidnapper, Dessie O’Hare, as a “maverick.”
Media coverage in the wake of the killing spree and O’Hare’s activities reported that INLA
could not recover. “The reports were without any consultation with us, but no amount of
media distortion will dismantle us,” claimed the spokesman.
Despite the fact that his talks with left wing fringe groups here had not been as productive as
he had hoped, the IRSP man maintained that support for his organisation was growing again
in Britain, Europe and the United States.
“The INLA is here to stay. We are small with room to grow. People who left, high profile
people known to Special Branch both in England and Ireland, are coming back into the
movement. There is still a need for us.”
In the past the INLA has grabbed world headlines. In March 1979 it planted the car bomb in
the House of Commons car park that killed Tory Northern Ireland spokesman Airey Neave. In
December 1982, an INLA pub bomb at Ballykelly, Co Derry claimed 16 lives, including five
civilians, ten British soldiers and a member of the UDR. The following November, an INLA
unit, thought to be led by the organisation’s leading military figure, Dominic McGlinchey
(now in jail in the Irish Republic) killed three worshippers at an evangelist church service in
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Darkley, Co Armagh.
The new INLA is trying to put those events behind it. “We’ve had our Darkleys. We’ve had
our mistakes. The body count will not be kept up. Any action carried out by the INLA will be
politically motivated,” said the spokesman.
The INLA was formed in 1974 by Seamus Costello and other disenchanted IRA members
who wanted to bring “Marxist” politics to the forefront of Republicanism. Costello was
assassinated by the IRA in 1977. But the movement, claimed its spokesman, will continue to
pursue his aims: “We are a Marxist - Leninist group. The new INLA will follow the lead of
Seamus Costello and James Connolly. We will not abandon the armed struggle, we are
politicising our army.”
The spokesman complained that leftist groups in Britain who identified with the Irish struggle
were too Sinn Fein orientated. “Sinn Fein did take a leftward swing. But, at the same time,
Gerry Adams is saying that ‘What we believe is that Republicanism and Socialism are
inextricably linked’.”
Attempts to strengthen contacts with the British left were an important part of the IRSP man’s
illegal visit. “What we need is to broaden the left wing.”
Efforts were also made to find sponsorship and support for the 45 INLA members still
imprisoned. The Green Cross group, set up by Sinn Fein to give support to Republican
prisoners and their families, does not include INLA prisoners.
INLA determination to continue the “armed struggle” was reflected in the spokesman’s
remarks on last November’s Enniskillen bombing, which repulsed many of militant
Republicanism’s more passive supporters.
“I can’t condemn the IRA for its mistake, that would be hypocrisy. In a war there are always
going to be mistakes. We condemn the hypocrisy of people who condemn Enniskillen, their
political cowardice. On the other hand, I don’t condone it. It all comes back to the issue of the
British occupation in Ireland.”
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